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Welcome & Acknowledgements

Welcome:-
• Welcome to you all for the 1st R.A.G. Community Meeting

Thanks to:-
1. Linda for Raising this to all our attention

2. Linda, Peter & Jim for bringing the Inspectors report 

together

3. Adam for communications. Setting up Facebook, Flyer 

Distribution

4. Volunteers for walking the streets, distributing flyers

5. The public for their support through petitions, attendance 

and donations
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Executive Summary

Answers to your questions are included with Presentation and Hand-out.

Our objective is to ensure a FAIR and EQUITABLE solution for the citizens of 

Rayleigh concerning the requirements for Additional Housing, Industrial 

Development and Traveller Allocation

YOUR major concerns are 1) Loss of Green Belt, 2) Lack of Infrastructure, 3) 

Increase in Pollution and 4) Property devaluation

We have Created a Facebook and Website, distributing Flyers and Posters, 

Dramatically Increased Petition in rejection of these plans.

Finally we want to show you how you can support further, both now and after the 

inspectors decision

Root Cause  - Lack of Communication ?



Who Are We?

The Rayleigh Action Group consists of committed, 

like-minded Rayleigh residents that are passionate 

about fostering a Rayleigh development 

environment which is both fair and proportionate in 

the context of the entire Rochford District. 

The group consists of individuals from highly skilled 

and diverse professional backgrounds such as Law, 

Change Management, Economics, Corporate 

Strategy and Global Programme Management.

This is NOT a Political Agenda



Mission Statement

To ensure a FAIR and EQUITABLE solution for the 

citizens of Rayleigh concerning the requirements for 

Additional Housing, Industrial Development and 

Traveller Allocation that is PROPORTIONATE with 

the entire Rochford district  



Current Situation

Large Mixed
Traveller Site

Recycle Plant

Industrial Estates

Flats

Residential Housing



Land between London Road & Rawreth Lane 
Policy SER1

1. Land between London Road and Rawreth Lane - Policy SER1
a) 100 + acres of Greenbelt. 

b) 550 plus houses, with its own infant’s school. 

c) 279 flats and homes to be built on Rawreth Industrial

d) Estate making a TOTAL of 829 dwelling.



Rawreth Industrial Estate
Policy BFR4 

2.     Rawreth Industrial Estate - Policy BFR4
a) Estate closed and redeveloped into high density housing (flats). 

The displaced industrial and office units will be spread between 

two sites NEL1 and NEL2.



Industrial Estate next to Swallows
Policy NEL1

3.      Industrial Estate next to Swallows - Policy NEL1
a) Existing companies offered relocation in new Industrial Units 

next to Swallows / Brookside, on the Greenbelt farmland.



Industrial Site Corner of A127 /A1245 
Policy NEL2

4.      Industrial Site Corner of A127 /A1245 - Policy NEL2
a) Huge Waste Transfer Site. It will also accommodate the Castle 

Road Recycling Centre that will eventually become housing land.  

A Heavy Industrial site for businesses relocated / displaced from 

Rawreth Industrial Estate.



Traveller and Gypsy site
Policy GT1

5.     Traveller and Gypsy site - Policy GT1
a) All Government required provision of Traveller and Gypsy site 

allocation in this small corner of Rayleigh.  

b) Planning Inspector has asked if the allocation could be ‘swapped’ 

with part of the site NEL1 , South of London Road if delivery is not 

possible on site NEL2. 

c) This site will be likely to end up South of London Road without 

protest. Using all our local facilities without paying one penny 

towards them

30 Pitches (15 DOUBLE Pitches)  Potential Increase to 22 Double = 44

1 Pitch = 1 Static + 1 Tourer + 1 Shed (extra plots allowed for teenagers) 



Why Support?

1. Loss of Green Belt

2. Lack of Infrastructure :-
a) Roads � More Traffic
b) Doctors � Longer waiting times 
c) Schooling � No Room
d) Emergency Services � Longer waiting times
e) Build on Flood Plains � Flooding of Roads

3. Increase in Pollution :-
a) Air, b) Noise, c) Light

4. Mixed family Traveller Plots WILL be troublesome [source:- Mr Smith, Traveller]

a) Social Unrest � Housing Devaluation
b) Waste � As above, Pollution, Environmental



Status Update:-

1. Creation of Facebook
a) Lack of Infrastructure & Communication, Stealth 

Planning, Disgust, Environmental, Devaluation

b) Over 2000 members and growing

2. Creation of Website
a) Council Plans, Petition, Flyers, Posters, Letters

3. Petition on Website
a) We need as many signatures as possible, and NOW! 

4. Getting the Message Out
a) Flyers Designed / Posted

b) Posters Designed / Printed

c) Word of Mouth



RDC Speak – The ‘FACTS’ 

1. 15 Traveller Pitches 30 Pitches (15 DOUBLE Pitches)

Potential Increase to 22 Double = 44

1 Pitch = 1 Static + 1 Tourer + 1 Shed

(extra plots allowed for teenagers) 

2. FULLY communicated 97.8% of public completely unaware

prior to July 13 [source:- RAG petition] 

RDC EnglishTranslates to



https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11439/designinggypsysites.pdf

7.12 Nevertheless, as a general guide, it is 

possible to specify that an average family 

pitch must be capable of accommodating 

an amenity building, a large trailer and 

touring caravan, (or two trailers, drying 

space for clothes, a lockable shed (for 

bicycles, wheelchair storage etc), parking 

space for two vehicles and a small garden 

area.

Designing Gypsy and Traveller Sites

Example of a 12 Pitch Site

How does 15 pitches = 30 caravans ?

Minimum of 30 Families



Dale Farm
“About 20 families, many with 

children, have been living in 

squalid conditions, with no 

running water or mains 

electricity, since the high-profile, 

£7m eviction in October 2011.”

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/dec/19/dale-farm-travellers-face-eviction-again

Dale Farm v’s Rochford proposal

Rochford Proposal
15 Pitches = 30 Caravans

30 Families

V’s



Potential Outcomes

Inspectors Decision

Rejected

Have a Drink

Postponed

Table OUR 

Proposals

Accepted

• Class Action

• Judicial Review

• Council Tax Re-Banding 

� (See Dale Farm example)

• Elections 

Use existing 

Travellers model 

on other towns

Houses on

Brown Belt

Infrastructure

Improvements



Look Ahead :- We are here

Actions / Dates 15-Jul 22-Jul 29-Jul 05-Aug 12-Aug 19-Aug 26-Aug 02-Sep 09-Sep

1st Meeting

Facebook

Website

Flyers

Public Meeting

Report

March (Tentative)

Inspector Review

Decision

18th July

22nd July

22nd July

26th July

9th Aug

16th Aug

7th Sep

10th Sep



How to Support:-

1) Petition, ALL sign @ (www.rayleighactiongroup.co.uk)

� Everyone over 18 should be encouraged to sign within 

household – DEADLINE 10th Aug

2) Visit Facebook Site and ‘like’ to become a member

3) Click on link for eGov petition and sign up (see website link)

4) Print our Posters and Flyers and help display on your 

property

5) Help Distribute our flyers

6) Use our Proforma Letters / Create own – DEADLINE 10th Aug

7) Actively help to Promote the above

8) Interest in March for 7th Sept?



Facebook & Website

FACEBOOK WEBSITE



Petition and Flyer

PETITION
FLYER



Proforma Letters



Posters



Wrap Up

• One UNITED voice

• FAIR & EQUITABLE solution  for:-

• Housing

• Industrial Estates

• Recycle Site

• Travellers

• EVERYONE sign Petition 

• Spread the word

• Devil is in the Detail

• Support through a March



Back Up 
Slides



Infrastructure improvements

• New primary school

• Local highway capacity and infrastructure improvements

• Public transport infrastructure improvements and service enhancements, 

• Including link between Rawreth Lane and London Road environment and 

• A1245

• Link and enhancements to local pedestrian/cycling and bridleway network

• Link to Green Grid Greenway No. 131

• Public park land to provide buffer between the development and the A1245.

• Youth and community facilities

• Play space

• Sustainable drainage systems2

http://www.rochford.gov.uk/sites/rochford.gov.uk/files/documents/files/planning_ray_faq.pdf


